
July 7, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of discussion 
on the county cemetery as well as discussion on CARES Act Funding and the possible need for a committee to set 
guidelines and create an application form for the portion of the CARES Act funding that must be used for emergency 
financial assistance and economic support.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with changes.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the last meeting.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 25th meeting as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall then asked if commissioners had read the minutes of the Special Board of Appeal and Equalization.  
Commissioner Hall noted one change that needed to be made.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the Special Board of Appeal and Equalization held on June 22nd.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
The proposed revision to the Counties Providing Technology Joint Powers Agreement was brought forward and after 
limited conversation, it was decided to table until the next meeting so that everyone would have a little more time to 
consider the proposed revisions.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward the idea of forming a committee to work on setting guidelines and recommendations for an 
application process for CARES Act funding received from the Federal Government, which stipulates that at least 10% of 
the funding must be used for emergency financial assistance and economic support for businesses.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made the recommendation that the Norman County EDA work with this.  Commissioner Hall stated that 
she would inquire of their loan committee to see if they were agreeable to this.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, gave the board an update on the COVID-19 pandemic.  Ms. Kjono noted that at 
this time COVID-19 appears to be spreading nation-wide, and some communities are looking to dial back some of their 
openings to reduce the spread.  Director Kjono also noted that testing is increasing, and thus positive numbers are 
growing.  She also noted that deaths in Minnesota have decreased to single digits at this time.  Ms. Kjono also stated that 
Norman County has had 20 confirmed cases, with 17 recovered and Mahnomen County has had 10 confirmed cases.  
Director Kjono also stated that Public Health has helped with testing at the Benedictine Care Community.   
 
Director Kjono was then asked what her recommendation was as far as reopening of the courthouse.  After some 
discussion with department heads that were in attendance, as well as Director Kjono, and further questions asked by 
board members, the consensus of the board was to continue with Phase 1, where the courthouse remains closed to the 
public except by appointment.   
 
At 9:57 a.m. Jill Murray, SAMA, addressed the board and distributed a notice from the MN Dept of Revenue with regard 
to reappointment of the County Assessor.  The board asked that this be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  Jill 
also notified the Commissioners that they may now register for the Board of Equalization training.  Commissioners 
Redland and Hall will try to get this training done before February.   
 
Noting the time, Chairman Hall called for a short break.  
 
At 10:12 a.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order.   
 
Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, presented his agenda beginning with a request for approval of the contract with Olson 
Construction on SP 054-620-014 which is the bridge project on CSAH 20, 4 miles south and 2 miles west of Ada.  



Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the contract with Olson Construction TRF, Inc of Thief River Falls for 
the amount of $239,575.30.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was approval of the contract with Landwehr Construction for  
SAP 054-599-065 to replace a bridge in Fossum Township.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 
contract with Landwehr Construction, Inc of St. Cloud in the amount of $395,210.40.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Engineer Berndt also mentioned that some ditch cleaning has been performed and spoil piles are being left while the 
crop is still out.  Contractors will need to come back to level those spoil piles when the crop is off.   
 
As there was some time before the next agenda item at 10:30, Chairman Hall asked A/T Hanson to present her 
information in an effort to keep the meeting moving.  A/T Hanson noted that she had received information on Ballot 
Drop boxes from American Security Cabinets.  She would like to purchase two drop boxes and locate them outside the 
building to provide 24/7 access to voters.  A/T Hanson anticipates placing one along the sidewalk leading to the north 
door of the courthouse, and hopefully one near the east door that would allow drive-up access for those with disabilities.  
The drop boxes will be permanently affixed to the concrete and will cost approximately $2,271 each.   
 
A/T Hanson then noted that she had received one proposal for two security cameras along with an AXIS Camera Station 
from Morris Electronics to be installed in conjunction with the ballot drop boxes.  Donna noted that Garry Johanson has 
contacted the company that had worked on courthouse security issues earlier, but she had not received a proposal from 
them at this time.  Due to COVID-19 and an effort to provide added safety for election workers, installing drop boxes was 
a recommendation of the Secretary of State’s Office for those counties with a large number of mail ballot precincts, and a 
further suggestion was having a security camera on those drop boxes.  After some further discussion, and also noting that 
Morris Electronics is familiar with all the cable in the building and have a representative in house on a weekly basis for IT 
needs, that we should move ahead with the proposal from Morris Electronics in the amount of $6,055.89.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to allow A/T Hanson to move ahead with the purchase of the security cameras through Morris 
Electronics and election drop boxes through American Security Cabinets as proposed.  Commissioner Redland seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson also noted that she anticipates being able to use the drop boxes in the 
future for tax collection or tab payments, etc to allow Norman County residents a secure 24/7 drop box as at this time 
the current drop boxes are housed within the building and are only accessible during regular business hours.   
 
At 10:30 a.m.  Garry Johanson, ESO, was in to address the board with regard to a Conditional Use Permit for Roger and 
David Black.  Also in attendance were Roger Black, and Gene and Bonnie Werpy.  Mr. Johanson noted a public hearing 
was conducted by the Norman County Planning Commission on June 22nd at the Ada Event Center and the Planning 
Commission recommended approval of the Conditional Use Permit on an 11-0 vote, with conditions as stipulated in the 
Conditional Use Order brought before the board.  Conditional Use Permit #5057 would allow an aggregate mining and 
crushing operation on a temporary basis for a five (5) year period in the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE¼NE¼) of Section 11-146-43, Bear Park Township, identified as parcel 02-1274000.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve Conditional Use Permit #5057 for Roger and David Black.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was a planning update, stating that he was working on a Renewable Energy 
Ordinance and would be having a July 27th Hearing dealing with setbacks and the Right to Farm Act.  Garry also noted that 
he is still working with Barrick Farms on the proposed hog operation in Lockhart Township and is anticipating their 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet findings from the PCA soon.  Mr. Johanson also stated that future Planning and 
Zoning meetings would be held at the Ada Event Center to allow for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
At 10:45 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, was present for any questions the board had for him.  Discussion moved to 
the county cemetery and if the attorney knew anything about the background on this, who is allowed to be buried in the 
cemetery, etc.  Pat Pfund had brought questions forward, noting she had been approached about an Eagle Scout project 
to improve signage at the cemetery.  Further discussion ensued on whether the cemetery is being maintained, etc.  A/T 
Hanson noted that it is being mowed, as we are being billed a minimal amount by Zion Cemetery Association for mowing.  
After further discussion, Pat Pfund was asked if she would look into this further and report back to the board, Pat agreed.   
 



Chairman Hall then asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the bills as presented,  
 
Revenue - $ 32,793.52   Road & Bridge - $  43,035.21 Building - $ 214.49 
 
Public Health - $ 12,797.81  County Homes - $ 450.00 
 
TOTAL:  $ 89,291.03 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
LeeAnn Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


